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Even people without
asthma or respiratory
problems noticed the
poor air quality in the
valley a few weeks ago.
The layer of smoke and
haze did not go unno-
ticed by the members of
the Bulkley Valley Lakes
District Airshed Manage-
ment Plan (BVLDAMP).

The BVLD Airshed
Management Plan is a
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d
process to improve air
quality in the corridor
that stretches approxi-
mately from Kispiox to
Endako. The goals are to
develop better methods
of managing all sources
of particulate air pollu-
tion and to reduce both
baseline emissions and
the number of poor air
quality episodes in the
BVLD.

The BVLDAMP is
working on an airshed
plan because not only
does bad air quality
affect our health, but it
also affects our quality of
life and the economic
well being of our com-
munities.    From stories
of people with respira-
tory conditions having to
move away, to pilots who
lose money when visibil-

ity is too poor to fly, to
realtors being asked
where the cleanest air
neighbourhoods are, it is
clear that air quality
impacts more than just
the view.

THE PROCESS
The Community

Working Groups, which
have been meeting since
March of 2003, in Burns
Lake, Houston and
Smithers, help identify
and investigate the barri-
ers and opportunities to
cleaner air in the region.
The Community Work-
ing Groups (CWG) meet
once a month to work on
the plan and bring for-
ward concerns from their
own communities.  The

diverse membership
ensures that concerns
from many different per-
spectives are incorpo-
rated into the plan.
Local citizens with a vari-
ety of different back-
grounds participate;
including, farmers and
ranchers, health profes-
sionals, clean air advo-
cates, representatives
from local government,
managers from the local
mills and air quality sci-
entists from the Ministry
of Water, Land and Air
Protection.   Each Com-
munity Working Group
focuses on air quality
issues in their commu-
nity, as well as those
issues that have implica-
tions for the regional air-
shed.

The Regional Working
Group is made up of
members from the CWGs
and is chargedwith tak-
ing the recommendations
and findings from the
CWGs and working them
into the plan.   The

Regional Working Group
also works on specific
issues, like resource man-
agement and agricultural
burning, which take
place in all the communi-
ties and require regional
coordination.  

EMISSION
SOURCES

Though the Beehive
Burners have been in the
media the most often as
emission sources for par-
ticulate pollution, they
are not the only contribu-
tors to the problem.

One of the milestones
that the group recently
met was to come up with
a set of goals, indicators
and strategies for each of
the major emission

sources of particulate
pollution for inclusion in
the final plan.   The major
emission sources that
have been identified
include beehive burners,
residential wood heating,
forest harvesting, agri-
culture debris burning,
land development, small
sawmill burning, back-
yard burning and road
dust.  Most of these emis-
sion sources are seasonal,
which will help the BVL-
DAMP target the emis-
sion sources when they
are contributing the most
particulate pollution into
the atmosphere.  Detailed
articles on each of these
sources will appear in the
Interior News over the
next three months.

THE SCIENCE
The BVLDAMP is also

a process that uses sci-
ence-based decision mak-
ing combined with the
local knowledge of com-
munity and regional
working group members
to address air quality.

Ministry of Water, Land
and Air Protection Air
Quality Meteorologist,
Christine Rigby is tasked
with coordinating and
carrying out numerous
modelling scenarios to
get the working groups
the background they
need to make informed
decisions.  Ben Weinstein,
Air Resources Technician
also with the Ministry is
developing airshed-spe-
cific emission data for the
numerous sources of fine
particulates identified by
working groups as con-
tributing to local air qual-
ity.  His findings will be
used in the modelling
along with meteorologi-
cal data prepared earlier

this year by Levelton
Engineering.  Modelling
air quality in this approx-
imately 35,000 km2 air-
shed is a large endeavour
but one that is well in
hand.  As the modelling
progresses and becomes
more representative of
what’s actually happen-
ing outside our windows,
the results will be pre-
sented to community and
regional working group
members for their con-
sideration, discussion
and evaluation.  

The BVLDAMP is
made possible by the
financial contributions of
a broad range of part-
ners.  The Ministry of
Water Land and Air Pro-
tection and the North
American Fund for Envi-
ronmental Cooperation
each contributed $40,000.
Together, Pacific Inland
Resources, Canfor, Hous-
ton Forest Products,
Decker Lake Forest Prod-
ucts, Babine Forest Prod-
ucts, NewPro and Ches-
latta Forest Products con-
tributed $25,000.  The BC
Lung Associated con-
tributed $3000 to the
budget as well.   All
together, the total budget
for the planning process
is 108,000 for 2003-2004.

The time, ideas,
energy and expertise pro-
vided by the 50+ mem-
bers of the working
groups is all on a volun-
teer basis, and has been
the backbone of building
the plan.  As with most
community initiatives, it
is the non-monetary con-
tributions that really hold
the process together.

While there are very
large problems that will
take time to solve, there
are also smaller prob-
lems, which the members
of the BVLDAMP have
been working very hard
to resolve right now.
Some of the recommen-
dations by the CWGs
have already been imple-
mented.  These initiatives
include the development
of a woodstove change-
out program, the deliv-
ery of ‘Burn it Smart’
workshops for wood
heating appliances, and
public education on the
causes and effects of par-
ticulate pollution.

The plan is scheduled
to be finished by March
31, 2004.  Anyone who
is interested in becom-
ing involved is encour-
aged to contact the facil-
itators at Footprint
Environmental Consul-
tants, at 847-1672 or
drop by the office
located on Fulton
Avenue in Smithers.
Please visit website at
www.bvldamp.ca  or
contribute to the Wis-
dom Circle at your local
Community Working
Group meeting.   "If you
can breathe, you can
make a difference".  We
look forward to hearing
from you.
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