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3Debris burning background

Logging debris not utilized 
in sawmill, pellet plant, or 
other facility

Primary fiber use- Sawmill 
Secondary- Pellet plant, 
Seaton, Pulp mills

Requirement of the Wildfire Regulation to abate 
fire hazard (burn piles) within 30 months (or 24 
months if close to town)

Open Burning Smoke 
Control Regulation 
(OBSCR) is what regulates 
the burning of piles

Requires Burn Registration 
numbers for each site 
Regulates venting conditions 
and length of burn depending 
on smoke sensitivity zones



4PIR Pre-Burning Process

Request Burn Reference Numbers

Notify stakeholders- First Nations, Guides, 
Lodges, local residences

Ensure fire weather 
indices are adequate to 
burn

Requirement in the Wildfire 
regs to have a fuel break (this 
can also include a change in 
fuel type or conditions) 
Discussion with local BCWS 
staff



5PIR Burning Process

(Steps 1-4 & 6 completed by PIR forester)

1. Custom Venting 
Forecasts (CVF)

2. Review of maps 
and spreadsheet 

(what concerns are 
there)

3. Review wind 
directions

4. Email burn plan 
to contractors

5. Day of burn- test 
piles 6. Follow-up



61. Custom Venting Forecasts (CVF)

–Government forecast is very 
broad (either Smithers or Burns 
Lake)- distributed morning of 
burning 
–CVF is more specific for an area, 
and can get very specific if 
requested (usually utilize if near a 
stakeholders/residences)- 
distributed evening prior to 
burning 
–Do the venting conditions allow 
us to burn? 
–Is it safe to burn? (e.g. wind 
speed).



72. Review of maps and spreadsheet with comments

Stakeholders, residences, contractors are listed on maps and concerns 
located in spreadsheet
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93. Review wind directions

• Wind Directions from the CVF

• Wind Directions also reviewed in Windy.com 
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114. Email to contractor with burn plan

Email sent to burning contractor 
with burning plan 

– Blocks to burn 
– Smoke dispersal information 
– Safety considerations



125. Day of burn

Test Piles 
– Test piles are lit to confirm 

venting is occurring as 
forecasted 

• Smoke is venting 

• Smoke is not blowing 
towards stakeholders 

– Safety consideration at this 
stage as well 

11am check in 
– To confirm with “office” that 

everything is going as 
planned



136. Post burning checks

After burning near 
sensitive areas, 
we review air 
quality monitors to 
see if venting 
proceeded as 
planned



14Post burning checks

1 to 2 days later
Check piles to ensure they 
are no longer smoking 
Check piles to ensure 
there is no risk of escape\

Spring scanning
Complete heli infrared 
scans of all piles to ensure 
there are no winter hold 
overs



152024 Burning Summary : PIR

• 67 blocks (~1800ha of cutblocks) had piles burnt 
• Started burning Sept 27 and finished Nov 12 (note: not much 

burning occurred in November due to poor venting) 

Challenges 
• Difficult burning year due to dry weather up until the end of 

September, then very wet conditions persisting through the fall 
• Timing due to completing waste surveys 
• Managing venting vs risk of wildfire 

• Early in year= better for venting 
• Later in year= better for fire risk


